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Claims 

1 . A toner container comprising: 

a rectangular, hollow case having a top wall, a bottom wall, two side walls 
facing each other and two end walls facing each other, said side walls and said end 
walls each being formed with a thin portion at an intermediate position thereof to 
allow said case to fold down at said thin portion; 

a pack received in said case; 

a toner contained in said pack; 

a bottom plate affixed to bottom inner surfaces of said case; and 
a shutter member mounted on an underside of said bottom plate; 
wherein said case, said pack, said bottom plate and said shutter member are 
formed with respective openings for toner discharge in corresponding positions, and 
said shutter member selectively blocks or unblocks the opening of said bottom 

plate. 

2. The toner container as claimed in claim 1, wherein the top wall, the bottom 
wall, the side walls and the end walls of said case comprise a single sheet each. 

3. The toner container as claimed in claim 2, wherein said openings are 
positioned at one end portion of said toner container. 

4. The toner container as claimed in claim 3, further comprising a pull affixed 
to one end wall of said case, wherein one end wall of said case is formed with an 
opening through which said pull protrudes. 

5. The toner container as claimed in claim 4, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operator's fingers from slipping. 
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6. The toner container as claimed in claim 5, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

7. The toner container as claimed in claim 6, further comprising a projection 
or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected apparatus in a 
correct position. 

8. The toner container as claimed in claim 1 5 wherein the top wall, the bottom 
wall, the side walls and the end walls of said case are separate from each other, and 
the side walls and the end walls each comprise an upper member and a lower member 
interconnected by a flexible sheet. 

9. The toner container as claimed in claim 8, wherein the openings are 
positioned at one end portion of said toner container. 

10. The toner container as claimed in claim 9, further comprising a pull 
affixed to one end wall of said case, wherein one end wall of said case is formed with 
an opening through which said pull protrudes. 

1 1 . The toner container as claimed in claim 10, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operator's fingers from slipping. 

12. The toner container as claimed in claim 11, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

13. The toner container as claimed in claim 12, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

14. The toner container as claimed in claim 1, wherein the openings are 
positioned at one end portion of said toner container. 
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15. The toner container as claimed in claim 14, further comprising a pull 
affixed to one end wall of said case, wherein one end wall of said case is formed with 
an opening through which said pull protrudes. 

16. The toner container as claimed in claim 15, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operator's fingers from slipping. 

17. The toner container as claimed in claim 16, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

18. The toner container as claimed in claim 17, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

19. The toner container as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a pull 
affixed to one end wall of said case, wherein one end wall of said case is formed with 
an opening through which said pull protrudes. 

20. The toner container as claimed in claim 19, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operator's fingers from slipping. 

21. The toner container as claimed in claim 20, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

22. The toner container as claimed in claim 21, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

23. The toner container as claimed in claim 1, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operator's fingers from slipping. 
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24. The toner container as claimed in claim 23, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

25. The toner container as claimed in claim 24, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

26. The toner container as claimed in claim 1, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

27. The toner container as claimed in claim 26, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

28. The toner container as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a projection 
or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected apparatus in a 
correct position. 

29. A toner container comprising: ^ 

a rectangular, hollow case having a top wall, a bottom wall, two side walls 
facing each other and two end walls facing each other, said side walls and said end 
walls each being formed with a thin portion at an intermediate position thereof to 
allow said case to fold down at said thin portion; 

a pack received in said case; and 

a toner contained in said pack. 

30. The toner container as claimed in claim 29, wherein the top wall, the 
bottom wall, the side walls and the end walls of said case comprise a single sheet each. 

31 . The toner container as claimed in claim 30, further comprising a pull 
affixed to one end wall of said case, wherein one end wall of said case is formed with 
an opening through which said pull protrudes. 
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32. The toner container as claimed in claim 31, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operators fingers from slipping. 

33. The toner container as claimed in claim 32, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

34. The toner container as claimed in claim 33, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

35. The toner container as claimed in claim 29, wherein the top wall, the 
bottom wall, the side walls and the end walls of said case are separate from each other, 
and the side walls and the end walls each comprise an upper member and a lower 
member interconnected by a flexible sheet. 

36. The toner container as claimed in claim 35, further comprising a pull 
affixed to one end wall of said case, wherein one end wall of said case is formed with 
an opening through which said pull protrudes. 

37. The toner container as claimed in claim 36, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operator's fingers from slipping. 

38. The toner container as claimed in claim 37, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

39. The toner container as claimed in claim 38, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 
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40. The toner container as claimed in claim 29, further comprising a pull 
affixed to one end wall of said case, wherein one end wall of said case is formed with 
an opening through which said pull protrudes. 

41. The toner container as claimed in claim 40, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operator's fingers from slipping. 

42. The toner container as claimed in claim 41, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

43. The toner container as claimed in claim 42, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

44. The toner container as claimed in claim 29, further comprising at least one 
of ribs, notches and projections and recesses formed on an entire outer periphery of 
said case except for the end walls to thereby prevent operator's fingers from slipping. 

45. The toner container as claimed in claim 44, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

46. The toner container as claimed in claim 45, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

47. The toner container as claimed in claim 29, further comprising ribs 
extending on the bottom walls of said case in a lengthwise direction of said case. 

48. The toner container as claimed in claim 47, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 
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49. The toner container as claimed in claim 29, further comprising a 
projection or a lug for allowing said toner container to be mounted to an expected 
apparatus in a correct position. 

50. A toner replenishing device positioned at an open portion of a body of an 
image forming apparatus for allowing a toner container to be mounted to said body 
via said open portion, said toner container comprising: 

a rectangular, hollow case having a top wall, a bottom wall, two side walls 
facing each other and two end walls facing each other, said side walls and said end 
walls each being formed with a thin portion at an intermediate position thereof to 
allow said case to fold down at said thin portion; 

a pack received in said case; 

a toner contained in said pack; and 

a shutter member mounted on an underside of said bottom plate; wherein 

said case, said pack, said bottom plate and said shutter member are formed 
with respective openings for toner discharge in corresponding positions, and 

said shutter member selectively blocks or unblocks the opening of said bottom 
plate said toner replenishing device comprising: 

a tray for allowing said toner container to be set thereon by being slid in a 
lengthwise direction of the top wall and the bottom wall of said case, said tray is 
formed with an opening corresponding in position to said openings of said toner 
container; 

a leaf spring fitted in said opening of said tray and formed with an opening 
corresponding in position to said openings of said toner container, wherein said spring 
is formed with an engaging portion engageable with said shutter member for thereby 
moving said shutter member. 



